
Washington Horse Racing Commission
Meeting Minutes

May 14, 2009

Meeting convened at 9:30 a.m.  Present were:  Paul George, Chairman; Jeff Colliton, 
Commissioner; Dr. Bud Hallowell, DVM, Commissioner; Hartly Kruger, Commissioner; 
Representative Dave Quall, Ex-officio member; Marta DeLeon, Assistant Attorney General; 
Robert J. Lopez, Executive Secretary; Patty Sorby, Confidential Secretary.

Item #1.  Approval of the meeting minutes of April 17, 2009.

Commissioner Kruger moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Colliton 
seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved.

Item #2.  Commissioner’s report.

Chairman George had nothing to report and mentioned the Kentucky Derby race.  

Commissioner Colliton said staff at the Walla Walla meet did a very good job and said he will be 
attending Dayton races.  He said Sun Downs at Kennewick had set a wagering record on 
Kentucky Derby day.  

Commissioner Hallowell commented on the Association of Racing Commissioners International 
(ARCI) President’s Report.  He’d read it and encouraged all the commissioners to read it.  The 
report discusses several issues such as: the white paper from last year; the Alliance database, 
gathering information from participating race tracks was coming together; and frozen samples. 
Mr. Lopez said he had talked with Ed Martin, President, ARCI and explained the procedures 
regarding frozen samples.  

Commissioner Hallowell said other issues, such as race track surface,  pre-race inspections, 
ARCI annual meeting update, drug testing on horses, lab certification, fingerprinting database, 
and wagering monitoring were discussed.  

Commissioner Kruger explained the fingerprint database was persons who had completed the 
national racing compact licensing only, were included in the database.

Commissioner Kruger expressed his disappointment on not being able to attend the ARCI annual 
meetings to keep up-to-date with the industry. 

Representative Dave Quall was introduced.   Chairman George commented to Representative 
Quall about the inability to travel to industry meetings, but hoped to be able to travel to the Race 
Track Industry Symposium in December.

Item #3.  Emerald Downs’ report.



Mr. Ron Crockett, President, Northwest Racing Associates LP, gave the Emerald Downs report. 
Mr. Crockett reported on live wagering, simulcast wagering, advance deposit wagering, and the 
sale of the Emerald Downs signal.  Mr. Crockett said the wagering totals were generally down 
but the popularity of the Emerald Downs’ signal and the increase in selling has even to revenue 
totals.  Mr. Crockett also said the attendance was up at the track but the live wagering was down. 
Mr. Crockett said these figures were not surprising.  Mr. Crockett went on to explain that he was 
very close on his projections for purses this year.  Mr. Crockett updated the Commissioners 
regarding the Magna bankruptcy.

Item #4.  HBPA report.

No one was present to give the report for the HBPA.  MaryAnn O’Connell, Executive Director 
WA HBPA sent the comments to the Olympia office that were distributed to the Commissioners 
and placed with the minutes of this meeting.

Item #5.  WTBA report.

Mr. Dana Halvorson, President, Washington Thoroughbred Breeders Association (WTBA) gave 
a report on the current status of breeding in Washington State and said breeding is down about 
thirty percent.  Mr. Halvorson said the Washington Thoroughbred Magazine was a finalist in six 
categories for year-end awards and thanked its editor, Ms. Anne Sweet.  Mr. Halvorson said that 
the nominations to the September yearling sale were down and said membership is slightly up 
from 2008, thanks to staff for their hard work.  The deadline for inclusion in the WTBA Farm 
Directory is June 1.

Item #6.  Hearings:

a.  Dannette Countryman.

Chairman George opened the hearing at 11:30 a.m. and introduced those present.  Dannette 
Countryman was present and not represented by counsel.  Brian Considine, Assistant Attorney 
General represented staff.  Testimony was taken.  The decision of the Commission was to affirm 
the decision of the board of stewards to deny a license and reaffirm the WHRC order of March 
23, 2008.

b.  Kevin Willis.

Chairman George opened the hearing at 12:25 p.m.  Kevin Willis did not appear.  Brian 
Considine, Assistant Attorney General for staff moved to find Mr. Willis in default.

Commissioner Colliton moved to find Kevin Willis in default.  Commissioner Kruger seconded 
the motion.  Unanimously approved.

Item #7.  Executive Secretary’s report.

a.  2009-2011 WHRC Operational Budget.
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Mr. Lopez provided copies of the 2009-2011 passed operational budget for the WHRC.  Mr. 
Lopez also said included in the budget language, was the ability to raise license fees.  

b.  Accountant’s recap April 2008/2009.

Mr. Lopez explained the wagering comparison by calendar month and by year.

c.  2007-2009 Budget – Monthly report.

Mr. Lopez explained the revenue for the WHRC in comparing estimates to actual expenditures, 
the fund balance, the owner’s bonus and breeder award fund and purse fund.

d.  Budget projections – Outlying fiscal years & support for the Class C race 
meets.

Mr. Lopez provided to the Commissioners a table showing revenues reduced by fifteen percent 
with no inflation.  He said with the current fund balance, it may be possible to support the Class 
C meets in 2010, he said he will be following the economic situation closely and will provide 
this table again to the Commissioners at the August 13th meeting.  Mr. Lopez said a letter had 
been sent by Dick Monahan and Cliff Schellinger requesting continued support for the Class C 
race meets.

Item #8.  Any other business that may be properly brought before the Commission.

Chairman George noted the next meeting of the Commission is June 11th and hearing nothing 
more, adjourned.

Meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.

____________________________________
Robert J. Lopez, Executive Secretary
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